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THANK YOU, LAHTI!
83 delegates from 21 different countries gathered in the Finnish town of Lahti on 29th May.
On 3rd June we finished up with the General Assembly of IATM. Our Finnish colleagues
offered a week of interesting lectures and visits to museums in and around Lahti, Helsinki,
and Tampere – a marvellous series of experiences under the joint designation ”Technology
and Customers – Man or Machine?” Afterwards a group of delegates continued to St.
Petersburg to see a wealth of beautiful museums under expert guidance of our Finnish hosts
and Russian colleagues. We owe a great dept of gratitude to OC and our hosts for a highly
successful 34th IATM Conference.

Greetings from the IATM President, Birgitte Wistoft
(Director of the Post & Tele Museum, Denmark).
Amongst other general news items, Birgitte
(pictured above, centre front) gives credit and
th
thanks to the organisers of the 34 IATM
Conference, introduces new Board members and
gives thanks for the work of retiring members.

Many interesting papers were presented at the conference and a number of these will be
printed in the IATM media: The Newsletter and the Journal. The new editor of IATM, Mr.
Mark Steadman, is introducing himself in this issue of the Newsletter. In future he will provide
two annual newsletters in print and on our website www.iatm.org as well as a journal every
second year.
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The General Assembly
in Lahti decided to
increase the annual
subscription to IATM by
50 %. This will enable
us to intensify our work
with newsletters and
journals and at the
same time continue to
Left to right – IATM President Birgitte Wistoft,
Bianca Gendreau (Canadian Postal Museum) and
IATM Secretary Robert Sjöö field questions during
the IATM Conference in Lahti Finland.

support the meeting
activities of our
members. Already on 11th-13th November 2005 members of IATM will have the possibility
to meet at the “Cross-Connexions” conference which will be held at the Science Museum in
London. Information about the conference is available on www.iatm.org as well as in the
present issue of the Newsletter.
The 4th CECOMM meeting will be held in Copenhagen in November 2006 on the initiative of
the museums of communication. However, the programme including lectures and workshops
will be relevant to all IATM museums. A detailed programme for the meeting will be published
in the spring of 2006. Other exciting initiatives may emerge – so please remember to check
out www.iatm.org regularly or let us have your e-mail address – you will then automatically be
notified when there is news to read.
Among this year’s novelties are the IATM membership cards which have already been
distributed. Please inform your colleagues what your museum has to offer to visitors
producing this card!
The General Assembly in Lahti also presented the following new Board Members of IATM:
Luc Eekhout – Director, National Carriage Museum, Netherlands
Allen Kane – Director, Smithsonian National Postal Museum, Washington DC, USA
Jakob Messerli – Director, Museum of Communication, Bern, Switzerland
Bill Rayner – Board Member, Museum of Transport and Technology, Auckland, New Zealand
I would like to thank the retiring members of the board for their good cooperation and
welcome the new members to an absorbing period during which one of our tasks will be to
plan the next IATM Conference to take place in June 2007. Starting in York (UK) it will take
us to a number of British museums.
Yours sincerely,
Birgitte Wistoft
President
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The IATM’s President’s report on the General
Assembly held at Lahti takes in a view of the future.
Ambitions, Working Capacity and Economy are
considered as Birgitte Wistoft contemplates how we
can ensure that the activities of the IATM remain
vital and central to it’s members.

IATM GENERAL ASSEMBLY 3 JUNE 2005 IN LAHTI, FINLAND
Since the IATM Conference 2003 in Dayton, Ohio, two honorary members of our association,
Dr. Oliver North and Dr. Richard Weber, have passed away. I call upon the assembly to rise
and pay tribute to their memory and their great engagement in IATM by one minute’s silence.
It has been four years since the last general assembly of IATM, which was held in connection
with our 32nd conference in Copenhagen. The minutes from the general assembly were
subsequently forwarded to all members, and as the Board received no objections, we have
chosen to consider it approved instead of forwarding it once more. The Board that has just
been up for election started working two years ago, immediately after the conference in
Dayton, Ohio. However, there were not enough delegates present to hold a general
assembly. This means that the last accounts that the IATM members have been able to
adopt are from the year 2000. The treasurer will cover this issue later on.
Since Dayton a printed Newsletter has been completed by our now retired editor John Moore
in January 2004. The Newsletter is also accessible on the IATM homepage which has since
then currently been the only source of news for the members. The Board has produced a
new brochure about IATM which among other things presented us at ICOM’s World
Conference in Seoul in October 2004 in which the Secretary, Ben Koevoets of the Advisory
Committee, and I participated on behalf of IATM.
On this occasion we came up with the idea of the membership cards that all of you have
received together with the notice of this general assembly. For it seems indeed a bit silly that
IATM only provides its members with cards from another association, namely ICOM. It is our
hope that IATM members showing their membership cards in any IATM museum will in future
obtain some extra advantages. For the time being the Board will leave it up to the members
to decide what these advantages might be, but we would all like to be kept informed about
what you invent via our homepage iatm.org. The latest Journal “Transport Museums” is at
the printers just now. As the year 2004 on the cover indicates, we had hoped to have it ready
last year, but late is better than never.
In the year 2000 IATM decided to grant financial support to members’ meetings between the
conference years which has so far been utilized by the PTT museums in the forum called
CECOMM, Conference of European COMmunications Museums. IATM has supported the
second CECOMM in Frankfurt in 2002 and the third one in Bern in 2004. The Board and the
Advisory Committee have met four times during the past two years and in addition to this the
Executive Committee of the Board has met twice. Our primary task is to set out the
guidelines for the continuous work of the association and this is a challenge in which all
members ought to participate. So from history I shall now turn to the future.
It is a matter of Ambitions, Working Capacity, and Economy. There is, of course, nothing
wrong with our Ambitions. During the last few years some of us have experienced all the
positive aspects of knowing each other through an association like IATM, such as exchange
of ideas and personnel as well as collaboration on exhibitions and research. But it is only
going to happen if IATM is capable of remaining a forum of colleagues in which we can
exchange personal experiences, get the daily problems off our chest, and collect inspiration
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and good advice. For that purpose a meeting every two years is no doubt on the small side.
So I welcome new initiatives, like CECOMM, – and they do not have to come from the Board
only.
On the Board we are of the opinion that workshops like the one we are going to have this
morning for the first time may become a great success for which we should be able to find
hosts every year. It is not nearly as demanding as hosting a large conference. We also think
that an offer for study tours to the museums of a country, a region, or a town under expert
guidance of local IATM members could be an idea which would not necessarily have to
coincide with one of the large conferences with a general assembly at the end. Initiatives of
this kind from members will get support from the Board.
The IATM homepage is also a manifestation of the ambitions of the association which were
probably a bit too “digital” when we assumed that we could save production of a printed
Newsletter by urging members to use our fabulous homepage instead. After two years of
trying we have given up – but not entirely: We will revert to the printed Newsletter, but the
material will also be accessible on the homepage. In a little while Wolfgang Meighörner will
demonstrate how easily all of you can fill up the homepage with news. The journal of IATM,
Transport Museums, is a very ambitious project which we would like to give a chance. For
the coming issue good contributions from this conference and from CECOMM 2004 are
queuing up to be published. And contributions from you are welcome if they are sent to me
before 1 October 2005.
And so we come to the Working Capacity. The Board consists of directors of museums which
already have to finance all the expenses of having the director on the Board, including the
hours spent. Time resources are scarce with most museums today – and their directors – to
also handle the unpaid association work of collecting, editing, publishing, and forwarding of
Newsletters and Journals as well as updating homepages. So we have just persuaded Mark
Steadman (M.Sc.) from the Post & Tele Museum of Denmark to accept the job as new IATM
Editor.
I will leave the Economy to the treasurer, but I revealed already in the notice for this meeting
that we will only be able to keep a reasonable level of activities if we increase our incomes.
This means more members or larger contributions from the present members; and preferably
both. Under all circumstances we have to emphasize that also IATM must face reality: It is
expensive to arrange meetings between members and to keep them currently updated by
means of printed as well as digital media. The days are over when sponsor money for
professional meetings and publications is growing on every bush. So irrespective of the size
of the membership fee we will see increasing prices of whatever we want to do together.
I wish to thank all members, the Board, and the Advisory Committee for two exciting years of
collaboration and at the same time call on everybody to think along IATM lines. You do not
have to be on the Board to work actively for the association and to take part in piloting it in a
direction where it really meets the members’ needs.
Birgitte Wistoft
President
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Whilst reporting on membership issues, IATM
Secretary Robert Sjöö makes a call for more
involvement and engagement by IATM members
with resources such as the website.

NOTES FROM YOUR SECRETARY
Being an active member of IATM is a struggle with time and interest. The current situation in
the transport and communications museum world is constant change and for many of us
even insecurity of whether your owner really wants to keep your institution or not. We have,
during the recent years, seen that far too many companies and even state owned
administrations have decided to shut down their museums. An idealistic organisation such as
IATM, is totally dependent on its members. Fewer museums in our field lead to fewer
members! We realised at the General Assembly in Lahti, when we decided on exclusion of a
number of members, that we will lean on a weaker base. Many of the excluded members
have showed to be no longer in existence. However, another side of the coin is that the issue
of excluding non paying members had not been on the GA agenda for some years so we
must not panic, but the networking between members is more important than ever.
My hope is that the very existence of a well known and respected IATM can be a voice
listened to by the museums and not least the owners of the museums worldwide. For that we
need the institutions and furthermore some individuals, to take active part in the work in the
interest of all members. The 2005 election showed that we had more candidates for the
Board than ever before, so we have great hope for the individual engagement. One could,
however, wish for more response from our member institutions. Our Communication Officer,
Dr. Wolfgang Meighörner, has worked hard with the web site, but there are few examples of
interaction there. I guess we in the Board should be forerunners and I realise again; it is a
matter of time.
Thanks to the recent decision of having a working editor we now have someone to push on
us, firstly the Executive Committee of IATM, and also a place to communicate. My second
good news after this rather gloomy introduction is seven new members for 2005. They are:
National Coach Museum, Leek, Netherlands,
Norwegian Aviation Museum, Bodö, Norway,
Frank Beat Keller, Zürich, Switzerland,
A.S. Popov Central Museum of Communication, St. Petersburg, Russia,
British Postal Museum and Archive, London, UK,
Vintage Carriage Trust, Haworth, UK and
Edward Maloney, Chino, USA.
A very warm welcome to you all! I hope to hear a lot from you in the future.

Newly appointed IATM Board Member Bill Rayner
takes time out from a busy schedule as Board
Member of the Museum of Transport and
Technology (MOTAT) in Auckland, New Zealand,
to say a little about his background, MOTAT and
his ambitions for his new role within the IATM.

INTRODUCING NEW BOARD MEMBER
I have a dual interest in shipping and aviation, having worked for thirty years as a senior
finance executive in New Zealand and the South Pacific area for Hamburg-Sued, the German
shjpping company, with a parallel career involvement in general aviation. My family were
among the early settlers of New Zealand arriving in 1845 with the British Army following the
establishment of the country as a British colony in 1840.
I was appointed to the Board of MOTAT in 2001, and worked for two years as Aviation
Curator for the Museum, and am actively involved in several smaller community museums.
MOTAT is New Zealand’s largest transport museum, established in 1964 by several transport
heritage enthusiast organizations, the most important being the Old Time Transport
Preservation League formed to preserve Auckland’s tramway heritage, and the Royal
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Aeronautical Society. The museum is based around a lakeside site incorporating the
Pumphouse for the city’s first waterworks built in 1877, with the original great beam pumping
engine still intact and preserved in operating condition. Not old by European standards but
very significant in New Zealand’s young history.
The museum is unusual both in its diversity, and the involvement of volunteer enthusiast
groups who provide the major part of the curatorial, conservation, and exhibition development
aspects of the museum operation. There are nine large areas of activity: tramways, rail,
aviation, road transport, fire/emergency vehicles, steam, military, printing, and a historic
village from pioneering colonial times. Both tramways and rail have passenger carrying live
tram and train operations on the site, and the aviation section has one flying aircraft, a Ryan
STM2, that appears at vintage air shows. Smaller groups are active in telecommunications,
audio visual, and oral history. Significant artefacts are held in the collection in areas where no
volunteer groups are functioning including agriculture, medical and industry.
The aviation collection has the highest profile,
often referred to as the “jewel in the MOTAT
crown”, and includes a Short Solent 4 flying boat
operated by TEAL, the fore runner to Air New
Zealand, between Australia and New Zealand
and in the South Pacific from New Zealand to
Tahiti, and the military sister ship, a Short Sunderland MR5 operated by the Royal NZ Air
Force. A poignant memorial to New Zealand aviators serving in World War II is a fully
restored Avro Lancaster donated to the museum by the French Government. Both the Solent
and the Lancaster where fully restored by volunteer groups primarily made up of the air and
ground crews who operated the machines in their military and airline careers. There are also
important artefacts from the early days of New Zealand aviation.
Another unusual and enviable feature of
MOTAT is that it is funded by a direct levy
on the seven cities and districts making up
the wider Auckland region. The museum
faced difficult financial times, and this was
remedied by passing a special Act through
the New Zealand Parliament in 2000
providing secure and predictable funding

Both this and the photo on the preceeding page
feature vehicles from MOTAT’s collections.

based on property value which every
property owner in the region pays each year. MOTAT is a well loved Auckland institution and
has strong community involvement and support. Without this affection, it would have been
politically impossible to introduce what is in essence a new tax to cover the museum’s cost.
The funding arrangement has allowed MOTAT to undertake a major upgrading of its facilities,
and the museum is undertaking an exciting and ambitious development programme. The
initial step is to build a new Aviation hall doubling the size of the existing hangar which will
allow proper conservation and presentation of the aviation collection. Three aircraft are
currently sitting outside, and several others are in cramped storage conditions.
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The Aviation, Rail, and Military collections are on a separate site from the other parts of the
museum, and part of the development programme is to link the two sites with an operating
tramway of approx one kilometre. MOTAT is next to the Auckland Zoo, and a major city
lakeside park and the development will create a spectacular integrated precinct for the
people of Auckland. The other component in the development plan is a new combined
entrance, exhibition hall and administration centre.
My focus as an IATM Board member will be on developing linkages with the aviation sector
of the transport museum world, and in promoting IATM as an institution, and its activities in
Australia and New Zealand.
In Lahti on 3rd June 2005 on recommendation by

NEW HONORARY MEMBER

the Board and the Advisory Committee, IATM’s

Dr. Erzsébet Szentpéteri Kóczián

General Assembly chose Dr. Erzsébet Szentpéteri

Current position: General Director of the Hungarian Museum of Science and Technology.

as honorary member. The nomination by Dr.
András Katona, general director of Transport

Former positions: Head of Public Collection Dept. Ministry of Cultural Heritage (1998 – 2004),

Museum, Budapest, Hungary is reproduced here

Vice-director for Science (1979 – 1998), Head of Records Group (1969 – 1979), Transport

for your information.

Museum, Budapest
Functions within IATM: Member of the Board (1983 – 1986), Vice-President (1986 – 1992),
Member of the Advisory Committee and former President ( - 2003).
Functions within ICOM: Chairperson of the Hungarian National Committee (1996 – 2002)
The Transport Museum of Budapest, Founding member of the IATM, Organized one Board
Meeting and two Conferences.
Dr. Kóczian has been one of the key persons of these events and has during her career
become a historian of IATM. Two Decades of IATM (1968 – 1987) was the title of her first
study, which summarizes the activities and history of the Association, (Yearbook 1988).
Moreover, she gave some reports of the meetings held in Budapest in 1969 and 1987, the
General Assembly and Conference, as well as the Board Meeting 1984 in the Hungarian
publications and for the Yearbook of IATM The Subsequent Conference of IATM in Budapest
(Yearbook, 107/1986-87).
She also published a historic overview for the IATM Conference in Ottawa in 1992. The title
was Familiar Inspirations in a Modern Costume (Yearbook, 21/1992). She has dealt not only
with the history of formation and development of IATM, but also with the future: The Future
of Transport Museums in a Wonderful New Age of Information (Yearbook, 1997, Madrid).
She has been a really active member of our Association. Last time as the Head of Advisory
Committee she organized successfully the election of the Board in Dayton, Ohio. Dr. Kóczián
has gained international respect and it is certain that she will strengthen the Association as
an Honorary Member.
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It goes without saying that the organisers of any
international conference have a very different
experience of the conference to that of the
delegates. The 34th IATM conference was a highly
polished example of meticulous organisation.
Whilst the delegates were inspired and engaged by
the high profile speakers and fascinating topics, we
also enjoyed the great food and the memorable
tours which often left the delegates speechless and
rummaging for their cameras! We were whisked
from one fascinating venue, seemingly effortlessly
to another, whilst all the time the labours of the
organisers passed un-detected.

ORGANISING THE 34TH IATM CONFERENCE
By Helena Parviainen

From time to time such responsibilities befall most
organisations, so much could be gained from
hearing about the experience of the organisers of
the 34th IATM conference. The following article by
Helena Parviainen (Curator at the Radio and TV
Museum, and Head of Special Museums, Lahti)
gives a fascinating insight into the work of the
conference organisers. It serves as an absorbing
read for any IATM member but of particular interest
to anyone wishing to organise a similarly
successful and dynamic international conference.

Delegates embark the Laitiala for a magical
evening meal cruising around the serene Finnish
lakes.

It was a pleasure to get the honour of organising the 34th IATM Conference in Lahti, Finland.
Our City Lahti has its’ 100 years anniversary in 2005. A lot of questions arose. Were there
enough resources to do all the needed work? Did all the staff in our five museums already
have their hands full of work because of the jubilee year?
Lahti City Museum has organized an international conference twice before: in 2001 a Ski
Historical Conference and in 2002 a conference for Historical museums. Our Museum
director Jouko Heinonen and his wife Ulla Palmgren had been responsible for these previous
conferences. Under their experienced guidance we started to organize the 34th IATM
Conference in Lahti already 1.5 years before the actual time. Would it be early enough?
We started by making reservations at the Congress Centre Fellmanni and by getting quotes
from the various Hotels. At the same time we made a contract with the travel Agency Lahden
Valmismatkat Oy about registrations and the money transactions with the delegates. A year
before the conference we made an excursion to St. Petersburg. Director Heinonen set up a
contract with St Peter and Paul Fortress, to get their expert Irina Grintchenko to give
guidance for our post conference tour in 2005. We visited several museums in St. Petersburg
to find suitable ones for our guests. The final program of the post conference tour took its’
shape during the following year in accordance with the wishes we got through IATM. We also
planned the structure and a preliminary version for the conference program already at that
time whilst Sari Kainulainen created the accompanying persons program. The responsibility
of organising the conference was passed on to the Association of Traffic Museums in Finland
in the autumn 2004. The Association’s new secretary Tiina Jantunen was named to be the
general secretary of the conference. She would have Ulla Palmgren as well as myself there
for help.
The subject of the conference took its shape from duality: IATM wanted high technology to be
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discussed in some form - Finland is a Nokiacountry, after all. The main work of the
association of Traffic Museums in Finland is
to develop its member museums customer
service. It was thought important to discuss
Jakob Messerli, Director of the Museum for

the customer orientation. So was the subject

Communication, Switzerland and Bianca

found: In the beginning it was called “Man

Gendreau, Curator at the Canadian Postal Museum

OR machine”, later “Man and machine.”

enjoy a drink with other delegates aboard the

Would it be interesting enough? Would it be

Laitiala.

provocative enough to arise discussion?
Could we find suitable lecturers?
Would it be interesting for the delegates of the conference to visit all the member museums
of The Association of Traffic Museums in Finland? At least we could give an opportunity for
that. So the conference became a travelling one: It would only stay two days in Lahti. Does
this cause many problems? With the help of member museums we succeeded to find lecture
rooms in Helsinki, Tampere, Vantaa and Hyvinkää. In the end we noticed that no one had
asked us for rent…
We organised the scientific program by ourselves and didn’t take any partner to organise
lunches and dinners, so the work became quite challenging. The board of The Association of
Traffic Museums in Finland defined the guidelines of the program. Would they be accepted
by IATM? Even though some lecturers had to be replaced in the course of time, everything
succeeded quite well with the scientific program in general. Tiina Jantunen even succeeded
to arrange a visit to Nokia, which is very difficult! We also had some nice surprises in store,
like a steam train trip to Hyvinkää by Matti Bergström.
The planning and arranging of lunches, dinners and evening programmes took a lot more
time and efforts than was initially thought and then there was also the post conference tour of
course. We had an aim to visit beforehand all the restaurants and other places we would
visit during the conference. We nearly reached that aim. Thanks to that, some destinations
were changed to other ones. We asked ourselves “should we offer Finnish or international
food?” There’s a lot of fish in Finnish menus: What about allergies – did people inform us
carefully enough about their wishes in their registration formulas?
To create a reliable timetable – that was a challenge indeed. Once the timetable had been
drawn up we tested the timings by making two journeys by car to all the venues. Even with
this level of organisation the program still slid slightly forward during the first conference day.
Did anyone notice anything? Never mind – we managed anyway. Towards the end of the
conference we learned to organise things on the fly!
Interpretation also raised several questions. How to find suitable interpreters? From where to
rent the equipment needed? How many guests cannot manage without it? Is it really
needed? Do we have enough money? The sums they asked for the equipment were huge
and the interpreters would charge us for the whole time whether they were needed or not.
What about the financial questions? Some of the expenses would be covered by the fees
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from the delegates, IATM would give a
share, each member of the Association of
Traffic Museum in Finland would pay a
certain amount, also The Ministry of
Transport and Communication Finland
would give us financial support. The Radio

The combination of a well considered and
meticulously organised programme as well as

and TV-museum foundation gave us a

imaginative evening events made for a memorable

guarantee, that if something went wrong

th

34 IATM Conference.

they would support us. Also our cooperator YLE invited us to a nice dinner and offered the space that we used.
Did I have any disappointments with the arrangements? The Ministry of Transport and
Communications Finland didn’t give us as much financial support as we expected – but they
invited us to a nice evening in the government banquet hall. It’s good we could rely on our
own museums foundation. So we didn’t have to do the dishes afterwards in the restaurants
we had visited. There were disappointments and we are so sorry for those delegates who
had to bear bad service (Luckily not that many of us).
We as organisers didn’t have a chance to follow the program very accurately during the
conference. Thoughts were sailing there in the practical matters. Still every now and then I
found myself conversing with a colleague about some subjects of the day. But wasn’t the
atmosphere of the conference strong and fascinating? So many wonderful people from
various countries and interesting museums!

The Conference of the European Communications

CECOMM 2004

Museums (CECOMM) was held at the Museum für
th

Kommunikation, Bern/Switzerland between 25 –
th

27 November 2004. Jakob Messerli, the Director
of the museum, opened the third CECOMM
conference and welcomed the delegates to the
beautiful town of Bern.

Delegates of CECOMM 2004 outside the Museum
für Kommunikation, Bern/Switzerland. Jakob
Messerli, the Director of the museum and the
Conference host is pictured at the front.

The extraordinary programme began with the conferences keynote speech by Hartwig Lüdtke
who set the agenda The Role of Research Work at the European Communications
Museums. The subject of research was then developed further and broadened by fascinating
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papers from the Post & Tele Museum, Copenhagen/Denmark, the Museum of Post and
Telecommunication, Zagreb/Croatia and the Istituto di Studi Storici Postali, Prato in Italy. The
first day was followed by a wonderful meal held in the museum where delegates enjoyed
local delicacies whilst listening to traditional and eclectic sounds of the local band
Stubemusig Rechsteiner.
The second day was opened by an enigmatic keynote speech by Pius Knüsel, Director of Pro
Helvetia at the Swiss Arts Council, who considered museums relationships with their
sponsors as they step from corporate ownership into independent status. The agenda for the
day of Sustainability in Relationship was then developed further by fascinating papers and
examples from the Museum für Kommunikation, Berlin/Germany, the Postal Heritage Trust,
London/Great Britain and the A.S. Popov Central Museum of Communications, St.
Petersburg/Russia, amongst others. Our host, Jakob Messerli along with his curators, then
took the opportunity to introduce the jewel in the crown of the Museum of Communication, its
stunning new permanent exhibition. In the evening Jakob took delegates on an historic tour
of beautiful Bern, finishing the evening with a fondue at a local restaurant.
The open format of the
third days agenda Market
of News, gave the perfect
opportunity for many
CECOMM members to
update delegates about
exciting developments at
their own institutions.
Delegates heard about
projects and initiatives

Amongst other delegates; Onno de Wit, Jakob
Messerli and Birgitte Wistoft talk business over a

from the German

fondue.

Newspaper Museum,
CECOMM’s host museum
the Museum for Communication, Bern as well as the Telecommunication Museum in
Madrid/Spain and the Museum for Communications, Frankfurt/Germany. A vibrant and
energetic atmosphere pervaded as the floor was then opened to questions, comments and
suggestions from the delegates. Of particular note was a pertinent suggestion made by Sune
Christian Pedersen from the Post & Tele Museum, Copenhagen/Denmark who asked
CECOMM to consider running parallel sessions during conferences for Curators, Education
Officers, project leaders and the like.
CECOMM wishes to thank Jakob Messerli and his team at the Museum for Communication in
Bern for making the third CECOMM conference fascinating, engaging, entertaining and
thoroughly enjoyable. Downloadable papers from speakers at the conference can be found
on the CECOMM website (www.cecomm.de) The next CECOMM conference will be held at
the Post & Tele Museum, Copenhagen/Denmark in 2006. Please check the CECOMM
website for further details.
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Rob Pilgrim presented a paper at the IATM

DRIVEN TO DISTRACTION; THE CURSE OF THE ENTHUSIAST

conference in Finland this year, appropriately at

By Rob Pilgrim

Mobilia, the Finnish Automobile and Road
Museum. His paper generated a lot of interest at

As part of my doctoral (PhD) research into the relationship between automotive museums

the conference so it is a pleasure to be able to

and their visitors, I attended many conferences and gave seminars to students in the history,

have persuaded him into distilling it into an article
for the Newsletter. Rob will be soon leaving his

archaeology and visual arts disciplines in a number of different universities. Invariably the fact

post as Senior Curator at the National Motor

that I was dealing with automobiles generated a belief that I was a ‘car nut’ or a ‘petrol head’.

Museum in South Australia where he is Senior

To be interested in cars somehow carried with it the taint of ‘enthusiasm’ – not considered a

Curator to persue his interests and clear talent in

useful attribute for dispassionate analysis. Every talk I gave, then, had to start with a caveat,

research. He wanted to take this opportunity to say
that he will miss the many friends that he has made

explaining how it was that I came to do this research and yet was not a car enthusiast.

at various IATM conferences and hopes that his

This caveat was made harder because, when considering the notion of enthusiasm, it is

future plans will mean that he will maintain a profile

interesting to note that a ‘lack of enthusiasm’ is considered a negative, as is being

within the association. IATM wishes him all the luck
with his studies and looks forward to future

‘unenthusiastic’. I am not indifferent to the objects I study and curate, which would be implied

contributions to the Newsletter and Journal (no

by either of those phrases. There is, it seems, no middle way, no way to be ‘not an

pressure Rob).

enthusiast’ without lacking enthusiasm.
As a consequence, my caveat was quite long and complex, almost a motherhood statement:

The paper that Rob presented, as well as the
questionaire will be downlaodable from the IATM

I am not an enthusiast. I do not own a car and have never owned

website www.iatm.org in the near future.

one. As a child, my father would take me to motor museums in
Britain and Europe on a regular basis. I invariably found them boring
and could never understand what it was that he saw in them, but I
enjoyed the change that came over my father when in the presence
of the cars that he loved. A dour man who seemed to my childish
eyes to find little in life that was pleasurable, he came to life around
the cars, telling me stories of cars he had owned and cars he had
dreamed of.
I never understood what it was that achieved that change, though.
Having completed a four year honours degree with majors in archaeology, visual arts and
modern history, I had found myself looking for an area where I might extend my interests into
doctoral research. There were a number of elements that led me to examine car museums.
Firstly, as an employee and volunteer of an Art Museum on campus, there was the way in
which car museums seemed to mirror art museum practice with their rows of cars in straight
lines with minimal, technical labelling, mimicking the pictures on the walls of art galleries.
Then there was the obvious relationship between museums and history. In theory easy to
understand, but the sort of history that was being told in automotive museums intrigued me. It
did not tally with the way that I saw so many other types of museums working.
The link between automobiles and archaeology is often the hardest one for many people to
understand. Surprisingly this was most often the case with archaeologists who, dealing with
the objects of the past and trying to interpret past society through those objects, could not
see that for the 20th Century the epitome of objects, the object that constructed that century,
was the private motor vehicle. I was fascinated by the way that these archaeological objects
were treated more as artworks in most motor museums.
Finally, there was a personal desire to try and understand what my father, and so many other
men like him, found in those rows of shiny vehicles that so often characterise the motor
museum.
Despite my ‘lack of enthusiasm’ for motor vehicles per se, the journey to my research did,
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nevertheless, involve a number of other enthusiasms. I am enthusiastic about all three of my
major disciplines, as is expected by others working and teaching in the field. Yet no one
expects anything but dispassionate analysis from this enthusiasm.
As a result of my research, I found myself working at the National Motor Museum in
Birdwood, South Australia firstly as an intern whilst an undergraduate at Flinders University
and then as a volunteer librarian and researcher and finally as Senior Curator. In these roles I
came into contact with many visitors and other volunteers and often saw in them the same
enjoyment of the mere presence of certain cars or motorcycles. Their stories and knowledge
opened my eyes to some of the possibilities inherent in the exhibited vehicles.
The fact that I am not an enthusiast causes some difficulty in my work as Senior Curator at
the NMM. The people I deal with on a daily basis, visitors, lenders, donors and volunteers
very often are enthusiasts and dealing with them requires patience. It is not just to academic
audiences that I have to explain my position. When a donor offers me a vehicle, it is often
because they are enthusiastic about that make or model and feel that the museum is lacking
because they do not have one on display. Even if the museum does have one, then that one
is often not enough. It may have the wrong engine; be the wrong style or even the wrong
colour – as evidenced by one Alfa Romeo Montreal owner who offered me her red Montreal
because she found the white one on display lacking. Whatever the reason, though, for the
enthusiast many is good but more is always better.
Similarly the museum’s enthusiast volunteers see things in a very different way to me. From
an archaeological point of view I see no need to restore every vehicle until it is a shiny replica
of a used original. The evidence of use that causes the loss of gloss is the evidence that
archaeologists use to analyse and write the stories of the past. As a curator I see my job as
telling stories to visitors using the vehicles like pictures in a book to illustrate, confirm and
support the stories that I am telling. My volunteers on the other hand want their toys to be
shiny – and working.
The curse of the enthusiast then, is that at every stage I have to explain myself to those with
whom I deal. My position as a non-enthusiast is questioned at every turn and there is no
understanding of the concept of non-enthusiasm by those who have enthusiasm.
This is not to say that there is no benefit to counterbalance the curse. Like the small portions
of poisons that can sometimes be therapeutic, there is an up side to the curse of the
enthusiast. From caveats to start every seminar; to explanatory telephone calls, the
presumption that I am an enthusiast leads me not just to explanation but also to self-analysis.
I reassess everything I think about automotive museums and their contents, in relation to my
own beliefs, on a regular basis. Rethinking the purpose of the automotive museum and how it
should achieve that purpose – no bad thing when you think about it!

Kerry-Leigh Burchill, Membership Promotions
Officer for the Science and Technology Museum,

USING TECHNOLOGY TO DELIVER THE PERSONAL TOUCH
By Kerry-Leigh Burchill

Canada, impressed us all at the IATM conference
in Finland with her paper ‘Technology in

It may seem like a contradiction in terms; using technology to deliver a “personal touch” to

Development.’ Here she takes the opportunity to

our members, donors and sponsors. However, this is the new reality in the museum

develop the theme ‘Man and Machine’ further by
considering the technologically altered personal

development fields. Discussions with IATM colleagues, following the 2005 Conference,

touch that has evolved in our areas of museum

reinforced my conviction that technology can be harnessed to improve the relationships we

development.

work so hard to nurture in our communities.
The Corporate Development Division at the Canada Science and Technology Museum
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Corporation (CSTMC) was established in 1990 to support the Corporation’s mandate by
developing both public and private sector relationships. The success of our Development
Programs has resulted in 26000 active members, 4000 current donors and significant
financial support from Corporate Sponsors. However, with this success came a challenge —
how to continue to fulfill commitments and show appreciation to a growing number of
supporters? The answer presented itself in the application of technology combined with
personal attention to detail.
The CSTMC Sponsorship Division routinely uses Web search engines, data bases, on-line
media services and Webinars to stay abreast of market trends, to monitor industry standards
and to research potential sponsors. A customized proposal for every prospective sponsor is
made possible with templates for payment schedules, translated materials, edited text and
digital design work being available at the click of a mouse.
Technology has also been employed to distribute rights and benefits and has enabled
museum staff to develop symbiotic applications of technology to achieve the collaborative
targets of the museums and their sponsors. An example of this type of application occurred in
our Nortel Connexions Exhibit – an exposition on digital communications and networks. An
interactive was developed to create a digital postcard to be sent by museum visitors to their
friends. The visitor had to apply the knowledge learned from the exhibit to choose the
resolution of the image being transmitted. The post card included a picture of the visitor
which was super-imposed onto a template containing a personalized greeting.

This interactive is successful as it fulfills three important functions. First, the museum name
and logo have been electronically promoted around the world. Second, the exhibit’s sponsor
has received recognition on an innovative communication vehicle which was visible to all of
the museum’s visitors and all of the postcard recipients. Finally, the visitors perceived an
added value to their experience with this free, virtual souvenir.
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Fundraisers have also harnessed technology to raise cause awareness and solicit funds from
the public. Once a donation has been made a specialized data base tracks the donor’s
coordinates, demographic and biographical information. Once entered, this information is
used to produce gift receipts and analytical reports. Control over donor information has also
permited our fundraising professionals to customize new appeal letters and solicitation
schedules based on past giving history. Known as data mining, the analyzed information
becomes the basis for cultivating future gifts.
Acknowledgement of the gifts
made by donors who consent to
public recognition is essential.
With thousands of gifts being
received in a successful appeal,
individual recognition can
become problematic. The
technology employed in the
donor wall at the Canada
Aviation Museum allows visitors
to access the lists of donors on
a computerized touch screen. In this way, the list of donors can be updated with relative ease
and added to the collection of video clips and archival material available on the system.

The Membership Program has used technology in a similar way. Our members have come to
expect personalized renewal notices, rapid distribution of benefits and an efficient means of
joining or renewing their membership. By tracking visitation trends we have also been able to
tailor new activities for specified groups and invite members to participate in focus groups —
thus increasing the member’s feeling of belonging to the Museum. As the Membership base
expands we find that immediate, personal responses are becoming more challenging. While
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nothing will ever replace the warmth of a “live” voice on the other end of the line, we realize
that we have to rely on the use of voice mail, e-mail and our E-commerce site to provide
members with 24 hour “customer service”.
One colleague at the conference asked me if the use of so much technology has become
intrusive for our supporters. The fact that we can receive an E-commerce renewal at 4 a.m.
on a Sunday followed by a note of thanks for the delivered membership cards on Tuesday
proves to us that harnessing technology does help us deliver high standards of customer
service and, equally as important, the perception that the service was personalized and
considerate of the member’s time.
Obviously this article has only begun to scratch the surface of the technologies to be tapped
for future use. Some exciting initiatives are on the horizon in the areas of sponsorship,
membership and fundraising. We are currently researching the viability of “podcasting”
events, providing virtual tours, launching real-time surveys and contests on our Web sites
and developing virtual donor walls. The caveat to all of these applications is the necessity of
maintaining a balance between technological advances and fostering personal relationships.
In so doing, we will increase the cause awareness for our museums without removing the
necessary interaction with our committed supporters.
The Post Conference Tour represented a wonderful
and rare opportunity to see the fine collections of

THE POST CONFERENCE TOUR

the A.S. Popov Central Museum of
Communications as well as a chance to visit the
vibrant city of St. Petersburgh. Nina A. Borisova,
Deputy Director, talks about the tour, the history of
the Central Museum of Communications and the
dazzling collections that enthral thousands of
visitors every year.

A trip to Saint-Petersburg from June 03, 2005 till June 07, 2005 brought the wonderful and
th

impressive 34 IATM Conference at Lahti to a conclusion. Those who participated in this final
trip got to know the best sights of Saint-Petersburg, which is called the northern capital of
Russia. The city was built on a model of the largest West-European cities, and its history is
longer than 300 years. A most valuable architectural monument of the end of the18th
century, visited by the tour participants, is the A.S.Popov Cental Museum of
Communications. It is located on Pochtamskaya street, near St. Isaac’s Cathedral, which is
famous all over the world. The building was built by the Italian architect Giacomo Quarenghi
for Prince Alexander Bezborodko, an outstanding Russian statesman of the 18th century,
powerful aide to Catherine the Second, Head of the Postal Department and later the
Chancellor of the Russian Empire. In 1829 the former palace went to the Russian Postal,
later Postal and Telegraph, Department. Since 1924 it houses the Museum of the People’s
Communications.
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The story of the museum began much earlier, in
the year 1872. All this, as well as the history of
the Postal Quarter, was learned by the
delegates. They visited the oval hall named “the
Marble Grotto”. It gives an opportunity to
Pictured far right is the stunning Marble Grotto
which offered IATM delegates a rare glimpse into
the former spleandour of the Bezborodko Palace.

imagine the interior architecture of the former
Bezborodko palace. The restorers did their best
to preserve the original interior decoration. The
specialists discovered the hidden ceiling paintings, which will be restored at a later date. In
front of the information screen there is a model of the Saint-Petersburg Postal Quarter, which
shows the development of the Post and Telegraph Department.
Among the tour participants there were employees of
museums of communications, transport and many other
technical museums. They got very interested in the exhibits,
which are on the second floor of the palace. Here one can

The second floor houses the historical

see the historical part of the exposition, the rarities of the

telecommunications and postal displays.

postal and electric services. There are 19th century original
sleighs and other means of mail transportation, postmen
badges, bags and trunks, the unique collection of mail boxes and old postal automatic
machines for selling postage stamps. A scale model of Chateau semaphore, or visual
telegraph, which was widely used in Russia in 1820s, introduces the section dedicated to the
history of telegraphy in Russia. The original electromagnetic telegraph device, invented by
P.L. Schilling in 1832, is one of the unique exhibits. Various telephone models, as well as
switchboards, presented here, including the first one for long-distance communication that
served the line connecting Saint-Petersburg and Moscow in 1898, show how telephone
communication developed in Russia.
The physical and radio devices of Popov - a famous physicist and the founder of radio
communication, whose name the Museum bears since 1945 - start the section dedicated to
the history of radio communication and radio broadcasting. Various mechanic-optical
devices, invented in the1930s, as well as the modern electronic ones, tell us the history of
television. The most up-to-date illuminating technologies, such as visual projection against a
white background, are used there. The sensor monitors show the animated cinematic
scheme of how those unique communication devices work.
The guests got the answer to the questions they were interested in. They wanted to learn
about how big the museum funds are, what they consist of etc. Equipment funds – 15000
units, documentary funds – 50000 units, library – 50000 books and journals, signs of postal
payment collection - 8mln units.
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The philatelic treasury of the Central
Museum of Communications is
situated in a small safekeeping room.
The Russian National Collection of
Philately is exhibited on special
plates in glass showcases. Only
postage stamp collectors and
The picture far right shows examples of the Central

connoisseurs of philately and graphic

Museum of Communications Philatelic collections

art (both from Russia and from

housed in the safekeeping room.

abroad) can visit the Treasury in
small groups. The opportunity to visit
a treasury of signs on post payment has been given to tour participants.
All guests were impressed by a communications satellite and by the story of how it was
transported to the museum. Modern communications are widely represented in the museum,
up-to-date IT, interactive exposition - all this had so much in common with what could be
seen and heard in Finland several days before!
For us, the museum’s employees, it was so nice to see how interested and sometimes
astonished our colleagues from other countries were. We hope that the delegates of the 34th
IATM conference liked our museum, and invite those who didn’t take part in that trip to come
to our wonderful city to the A.S.Popov Central Museum of Communications.

EXHIBITIONS FROM MEMBERS OBJECT AND EMOTION – COLLECTORS AND THEIR MAYBACHS
The Zeppelin Museum at Friedrichshafen

Maybach Automobiles at the Friedrichshafen Zeppelin Museum

continues its remarkable track record for producing
original, imaginative and out right impressive
temporary exhibitions with this their latest offering.
Object and Emotion – Collectors and their
Maybachs gives the visitor a unique glimpse into
the exclusive world of the Maybach Automobile
collector.
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Be it stamps, dried flowers, teddy bears, postcards or toy cars - the list of collector's items
never ends and this is hardly surprising. After all, from time immemorial human beings have
felt the urge to collect things, and they have not severed these roots to this day.
As diverse as the collector's items themselves are, the motives propelling collectors towards
their particular type of collection, inspire the collector's philosophy and fuel their dedication.
In its temporary exhibition "Object and Emotion – Collectors and Their Maybachs", the
Friedrichshafen Zeppelin Museum explores such relations between collector's item and
collector's enthusiasm, as exemplified by what is certainly a particularly exclusive and
attractive collector's field: the rare Maybach automobiles.

Beyond the visual impressions with their undeniable appeal, the Zeppelin Museum provides
an illustration of the various "roads to collecting", highlighting the differences that can be
traced back to different approaches to collecting: How well preserved is the collector's item?
How is it treated, and why is it being collected in the first place?

Five selected vehicles are thematically linked to their respective collectors, private individuals
and institutions alike, thereby providing not only information on the exhibits themselves but
also presenting highly individual and personal approaches to a basic human desire.
‘Object and Emotion – Collectors and Their Maybachs’ opens from 8 July to 9 October 2005
at the Zeppelin Museum Friedrichshafen. For more information phone: 07541 3801-0, or
check out the website www.zeppelin-museum.de.
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The development of nascent technologies and the

A CENTURY UNDER STEAM

environment from which they grew, is always a

Deutsche Bahn Museum, Nürnberg, Germany

difficult subject to explain. Not least when the
technology in question rapidly became hugely
important and revolutionary to a countries own
development. The team at Deutsche Bahn
Museum have been grappling with the complex
issues such a task throws up.
Due to open next month, ‘A Century Under Steam
– The Railway in Germany Between 1835 and
1919’ not only fills an important gap in the
Museums displays but also draws the visitor into
this complex and exciting time in German history.
Alongside the existing exhibition that explains the
development of the Railway network from the end
of World War I up to the reunification of Germany,

‘A Century Under Steam’, which opens on the 21st
October, will enable visitors to see the
development of the German Railway network from
its very start up to the reunification.

This c.1900 photo looks onto Friedrichstrasse
Station in Berlin. By the end of the 19th century, the
railway had conquered the whole of Germany.
(Photo Marburg)

The new exhibition section on the history of the railway in the 19th century will open at the
DB Museum in Nuremberg on 21 October.
“By seven o’clock in the morning, the people of Nuremberg were already on their way, on
foot, on horseback and by carriage, to ensure that they were in the right place at the right
time,” commented the newspaper Stuttgarter Morgenblatt in an article about the inauguration
trip of the first steam-powered German train between Nuremberg and Fürth in December
1835. With every sentence, the sober mood of the article gradually gave way to an ecstatic
eulogy praising this new miracle of engineering. It was as if the author had a premonition of
just how radically the launch of the railway would change travel, work and life in general for
the German people. Whereas the passengers of the Nuremberg railway company rode past
fields and meadows “at a speed that beats all previous experience” – around 30 kilometres
per hour – as they headed towards Fürth, by the end of the 19th Century, express trains were
already racing through industrialised Germany at more than 100 kilometres per hour.
For months, the exhibition team at the DB Museum has been busy considering how best to
communicate these breakneck developments to visitors in a clear and entertaining way. The
exhibition section ‘A Century under Steam, The Railway in Germany between 1835 – 1919’
will be inaugurated on 21 October, closing a major gap in the tour around two centuries of
railway history, as the exhibition showing the following period – from the end of World War I
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up to the reunification of Germany – already opened some time ago.
The two largest exhibits in the new section will be an English freight wagon used for carrying
coal and a passenger coach from the Nuremberg-Fürth railway company. The coal wagon is
permanently on loan from the National Railway Museum in York. These two items not only
illustrate the transfer of railway technology
from England to Germany, but are actually
superlatives in their own right: the oldest
European railway vehicle side by side with the
oldest original German rail vehicle.

Pictured right is a coal wagon from England (built in

An elaborately produced film featuring

1829), on loan from the National Railway Museum,

computer animations answers the question of

York

why it was Nuremberg that brought the railway
to Germany. The protagonists of the age have been brought back to life and visitors can
listen in on their conversations. The six-kilometre long Nuremberg pilot line provided the
impetus for the construction of a railway network throughout Germany, which by 1880
already covered a length of more than 33,800 kilometres. A track construction site featuring
the original tools used at the time gives visitors an idea of the immense effort required by
countless navvies to produce that network.
As the railway lines gradually extended to cover the whole of Germany, the locomotives and
trailing stock also underwent ongoing development. While the title of the exhibition, ‘A
Century under Steam’ obviously refers to the steaming locomotives, it is also intended to
trigger associations of deafening steam-powered machinery and reeking factory chimneys.
The exhibition will also include a factory building in which coal and steel are piled up. The
railway was one of the major driving forces behind the industrialisation of Germany. As
people flocked to the emergent industrial areas in search of work, the cities spread rapidly.
Visitors to the exhibition will therefore also find themselves in the midst of a city scene, where
they encounter a number of figures, from schoolchild and workman to affluent traveller setting
off on holiday. All of them are travelling by train and each presents his ticket.

World War I revealed a new dimension of rail traffic. The railway ensured the provision of
supplies and thus enabled a new type of warfare. The last room of the exhibition will
consequently show remarkable photographs of the industrial mass battles of trench warfare.
Germany’s transition from a tranquil agricultural country to a highly industrialised economic
power in the 19th century would have been inconceivable without the railway. The exhibition
clearly portrays that development with the help of vivid and spectacular scenes.
From the redesigned exhibition rooms, visitors can repeatedly look into the DB Museum
vehicle hall, where considerable shunting has also taken place. Beginning with a replica of
the Adler, the first locomotive of the Nuremberg-Fürth railway, right through to a high-power S
2/6 express locomotive built in 1906, the museum has put together an attractive exhibition of
19th century vehicles. One of the highlights is undoubtedly the cross-section of the 1853
steam locomotive Nordgau, the oldest preserved locomotive in Germany. It has been cut
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open lengthwise to reveal its interior, so that visitors can understand how the steam engine
functioned. Further developments, such as an interactive information system, are planned for
the vehicle hall for next year.

A new website features 80 highlights of the British

RARITIES AT THE CLICK OF A MOUSE…

Library’s philatelic collections.

British Library, London

A selection of the world’s rarest and most
fascinating stamps is now available online for

‘Philatelic Rarities’ allows users to explore items

philatelists to explore at the British Library’s

either as large images or using a zoom facility. Each

expanded Collect Britain site. 80 items, many of

item is accompanied by detailed explanatory notes,

which are from the renowned Tapling Collection,

providing the historical context and philatelic

can be viewed as high quality images at:

importance of the stamps on display.

http://www.collectbritain.co.uk/collections/philatelic/

Among the Library’s treasures now online are

Pictured right is a New South Wales stamp: 1850

rarities such as the 1d and 2d Mauritius Post Office

(1st January) 1d red, unused. The first stamps of
New South Wales, being 1d, 2d and 3d values,

issue of 1847, and the British Guiana 1850-51 4

were issued in 1850. The design is a view of

cents lemon-yellow. Of special interest are the

Sydney with a seated figure of Industry releasing

essays or artwork for the first postage stamps of

convicts from their fetters, and pointing to an oxen

New South Wales, the 1d and 3d ‘Sydney Views’ of

ploughing in the background. The motto Sic fortis
Etruria crevit (Thus mighty Eturia grew) is a

1850. Notable printing errors include the Cape of Good Hope 1861 4d printed in vermillion

quotation from Virgil. They are known to

instead of blue, the France 1853-61 1 franc carmine in a ‘tête-bêche’ pair (a pair with one

collectors as “Sydney Views”.

upside down) and the ‘entire’ (a folded and stamped letter) from Bombay to Venice bearing
two copies of the India 1854 4 annas with the head of Queen Victoria inverted which is
unique.
Historically important items include the unique proof sheet of tax or revenue stamps issued in
America as a result of the British Stamp Act of 1765. So unpopular was this tax that it was
abandoned only months later, but relations with the American Colonies had been greatly
damaged, contributing to the background of the War of Independence in 1775.
David Beech, Head of Philatelic
Collections at the British Library,

Pictured right is an unissued Jamaica stamp:

.

welcomed the launch of the new

1956-58 £1 chocolate and violet The £1 stamp

site: “It is really great to have

issued in the reign of King George VI shows

examples of some of the world’s

Tobacco Growing and Cigar Making. The first £1
stamps for Queen Elizabeth II were to have been

philatelic rarities available to view

in the same design and colours, but this was

on the Collect Britain web site at

abandoned after they had been printed. Shown

the British Library. Many of the

is the unissued stamp showing the portrait of the

images can only be seen at the

Queen, of which only seven examples exist.

British Library”
The ‘Philatelic Rarities’ resource sits within the British Library’s Collect Britain website
www.collectbritain.co.uk, funded with money from the New Opportunities Fund. The
site contains over 90,000 images and 250 hours of sound recordings.
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Project Leader Malene Iwersen, discusses the

THERE’S SOMETHING IN THE AIR

Danish fascination with Zeppelins, the very tangible

Post & Tele Museum Denmark

benefits of international cooperation and how the
Post & Tele Museum in Copenhagen managed to
create an exhibition for which they had only a few
objects.
Without the help and cooperation of the Zeppelin
Museum in Friedrichshafen the exhibition would
have been impossible. The team creating the
exhibition benefited immeasurably from the
Zeppelin Museum’s expertise as well as being able
to exhibit a great deal of archival material and
objects from the unique collections at
Friedrichshafen. The exhibition team hope though
that they will also be able to contribute to the
history of Zeppelins by collecting and exhibiting
previously unseen Zeppelin orientated material
from Scandinavia. It seems as though this
exhibition exemplifies the spirit of cooperation and
is a fascinating example of the powerful
relationship between collecting strategy and
exhibition. Judge for yourself when the exhibition
th

opens 10 February 2005.
The Copenhageners were completely mesmerised
when Hansa visited the capital in 1912. Photo
courtesy of Det Kongelige Bibliotek (the Royal
Library), Denmark.

It is late during the summer, 1912 – to be more precise the 19th of September. The time is
10.20 in the morning and Copenhagen is boiling over with activity. A fantastic figure can be
seen on the horizon: gliding through the air the enormous Zeppelin Hansa approaches the
Danish capital. It is the world’s first international passenger flight with an airship. The
Copenhageners are witnessing a great historic event.
Both prior to, during and after its visit the
Zeppelin fascinates both the media and the
population. The newspaper ‘København’ wrote
on the same day of the visit: “On this day, which
became a day of remembrance in our town
history, one sprung from the bed and rushed to
the telephone. A confusing myriad of questions
could be heard through the telephone, from one
window to another and in all the streets. Will the
airship come? Quickly the rumour spread:
Hansa has taken off from Hamburg.”
Every living thing suddenly got on their feet. A
There was no end to the public’s fascination with

convoy of bikes and automobiles drove on

zeppelins. Postcard with a studio-photo of women

Roskildevej and on the old Køge Landevej;

in Hansa’s gondola. Photographer unknown.
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The whale of the sky:
Hansa’s visit to Copenhagen was literally a major event. Imagine a gigantic hull with a length
of 148 metres long and a width of 14 metres. It must have been an impressive sight, when
Hansa floated over the city’s rooftops in 1912. The Zeppelin was not only fascinating
because of its size but also because it appeared as a symbol of incredible engineering.
Never before had it been possible to travel through the air in this luxurious way. The
passengers could relax with a nice cup of coffee at one of the tables in the salon, while the
landscape shifted far beneath them.
Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin launched his first airship in 1900 and 12 years later the
expertise and experience required for international passenger flights had been obtained
although it was not within everyone’s economic reach to afford to travel in such a luxurious
way.
It was not only expensive to produce the floating giants, but also to keep them airborne. The
Zeppelins required a large, specially trained crew and additionally also an enormous ground
crew, whose job it was to keep the Zeppelin at ground by means of attached ropes. Letters
and postcards were cancelled onboard with special stamps that often revealed both route
and airship. Already from the
beginning postage cancelled
Hansa and its Commander, Count Ferdinand von
Zeppelin, touched down in Copenhagen long

onboard the ‘flying cigars’ turned

enough to exchange post, shake hands and to

into collector’s items. During

have a quick lunch. The visit by Hansa to Denmark

flights the postage was

in 1912 represents the start of a long fascination
the country had with the powerful Zeppelin symbol.

sometimes thrown out over

Photo courtesy of Det Kongelige Bibliotek (the

chosen destinations in small

Royal Library), Denmark.

bags with long banners,
enabling the site of landing to be
easily localised.
International cooperation:
The Post & Tele Museum is currently preparing an exhibition about Zeppelins; an idea that
has developed through the IATM network. The exhibition will revolve around fascination and
communication. Zeppelins had great importance for international communication due to their
pioneering passenger flights, transportation of airmail and use of wireless telecommunication
when airborne.
It is never easy to develop an exhibition on a theme for which a museum does not possess
many items, and the Post & Tele Museum has already benefited from outstanding assistance
courtesy of our colleagues at the Zeppelin Museum Friedrichshafen. Several of the Post &
Tele Museum’s team members have visited Friedrichshafen in order to receive help for
researching and the lending of relevant items. By resourcing the Post & Tele Museum
researchers to the project, a large proportion of the exhibition will be dedicated to displaying
previously unseen material that describes the Danish Zeppelin story as well as the broader
Scandinavian story. The material which has been unearthed and collected by the research
team will contribute to the Post & Tele Museum’s own collection as well as contributing to
contemporary Zeppelin history. In this way, it is hoped that the Zeppelin Museum will also
th

benefit from the exhibition which is planned to open the 10 of February 2006.
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The Dresden Transport Museum in Germany pays

NEW EXHIBITION HONOURS EMIL HERMANN NACKE

tribute to the automobile pioneer Emil Hermann

Transport Museum Dresden honours Saxon automobile-pioneer in a special exhibition

Nacke in there latest exhibition ‘He Built Cars Emil Hermann Nacke from Coswig/Saxony’, now

105 years ago Emil Hermann

touring around Saxony. The exhibition provides a

Nacke gave the starting signal for

very rare glimpse into the world of pre-mass
produced automobiles whilst also offering visitors a

the industrial car manufacture in

chance to see many rare photographs of Nacke

Saxony - still before August

vehicles which now stands as the only record of

Horch established his company in

this fascinating period and automobile

Zwickau/Saxony in the year 1904.

manufacturing.

Nacke loved nothing more than to take to the road
in one of his own vehicles. The image right shows
a photo of Nacke taken from the exhibition
catalogue.

This year the Transport Museum Dresden dedicated a special exhibition to the Saxon motor
vehicle builder Emil Hermann Nacke (1843-1933) to preserve him from oblivion. The
exhibition evoked a lot of interest by experts as well as at the visitors and it is now "on tour"
in other Saxon cities. In 1900 Nacke built his first automobile. He named it "Coswiga" after
his home town Coswig (near Dresden). The car was a two-seater with 2-cylinder-gas-engine
of 8-10 HP and a maximum speed of 30-35 km/h.
Already in 1891 Nacke
established a strawmaterial and machine
factory but he was very
interested in car
manufacturing. Therefore
Nacke began with the
Breweries and factories around Saxony took a

construction of

great interest in Nacke’s range of trucks. The

automobiles in 1900,

picture right depicts such a vehicle capable of

followed by trucks in 1905,

loads up to 3,5 tons being delivered to the

later buses, municiple

“Feldschlösschen” brewery in Dresden around
1910.

vehicles and fire engines
to create a full product
range. Many well-known factories, breweries and forwarding agencies in Dresden and
surroundings bought vehicles from Nacke. However customers in Calcutta, Porto and
London used the products from Coswig. Even the emperor Menelik II from Abyssinia (today
Ethiopia) had possessed a "Double-Phaeton 35 HP", that he got as gift from a German
businessman in 1908. A particularly splendid vehicle from Coswig was in 1906 a huntingbus for the Saxon king, with a bodywork from the famous "luxury-car-factory H. Gläser" in
Dresden.
Shortly before World War I, Nacke had difficulty in selling his motor cars and he stopped
the production. Nacke intensified the production of commercial vehicles.
It is remarkable that Nacke also operated his own bus lines. The production of the machine
factory did not stop during this time, because it served as solid financial
basis opposite the motor vehicle construction. The car production was more the fancy of
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Nacke. It is not exactly known when the production of Nacke vehicles ended but it seems
likely that some vehicles were still produced around Nackes death in 1933. The companyowned flats, built in the year 1904, (which are still lived in today) are just one example of
Nackes exemplary commitment to the welfare of his staff and for the broader community.
The results of extensive research have unfortunately proved that no single Nacke vehicle
has survived but thanks to the preservation of lavishly illustrated brochures held in the
library collection of the Transport Museum Dresden, the wonderful vehicles from this Saxon
automobile pioneer can still be enjoyed and appreciated by all.

Not only did Nacke manufacture his own popular
range of buses such as this ‘Open-Society’ model
depicted right during its test drive through
Moritzburg in 1910, he also ran his own bus lines!

NEWS FROM AROUND THE
WORLD
In the coming year, there will be a new director at
the helm of the Canadian Postal Museum, Ms.
Chantal Amyot. Ms. Amyot has been working at the
Museum for several years already and here takes
time out from a busy schedule to up date IATM
members about the Canadian Postal Museum.

NEWS FROM THE CANADIAN POSTAL MUSEUM
The Canadian Postal Museum is proud of its mandate to preserve and interpret Canada’s
postal heritage and to raise public awareness of the historical and social significance of
postal communication. The year 2004-2005 was extremely fertile in this respect, as
evidenced by the many exhibitions, activities and events at the Museum.
This year, the Museum made its exhibitions accessible to a far greater number of Canadians.
Two of the Museum’s major exhibitions, ‘Mail, Rail and Retail: Connecting Canadians,’ and
‘Satisfaction Guaranteed: The Mail-Order Catalogue in Canada,’ began tours that will take
them across Canada. Furthermore, a major virtual exhibition is now available on the
Museum’s Web site: ‘Before E-commerce: The History of the Mail-Order Catalogue in
Canada’ (www.civilization.ca/cpm/catalog/). In addition, our permanent exhibitions continued
to be popular with the public and our new exhibitions, ‘Postage Stamps: Image of a Country
and Mercury Mail,’ attracted considerable media attention.
There was also an excellent response to the various activities organized by the Museum to
help the public better understand and appreciate our postal heritage. Among the most
popular with visitors were “Special Delivery”, “Santa’s Longest Letter” and “Mail Art”. Several
special events were appreciated by the public and the media, particularly the launch of the
book ‘Country Post: Rural Postal Service in Canada, 1880 to 1945’ in summer 2004, and the
Valentine's Day Ball in February 2005. Visit us at www.civilization.ca/cpm/cpme.asp
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Aimed mainly at English students of early railway, a
th

th

EARLY RAILWAYS STUDY-TRIP TO SWEDEN 2006

study-trip in Sweden planned for the 11 – 17

June next year has been planned to coincide with
the 150 year celebration of Swedish Railways. The

A brief resume of the week long intense and varied

study-trip has also been opened to IATM members.

programme includes a guided tour at Banmuseet, Museum of

Final details will be issued around December this

Rail & Track, taking in the 1698 wooden rail-car from

year but with the number of participants limited to
around 35 and the price of around 13,000 Swedish

Humboberg; A tour around the historical radio station in

Crowns (approximately £900) anyone interested in

Grimeton (long-wave radio station), lunch in Trollhättan and

this fantastic opportunity should contact:

visit to the Canal Museum there, a visit to the museum of the

Lars Olov Karlsson

first public railway in Sweden, Frycksta railway, a Short trip

Banmuseet
S-262 52 Ängelholm - Sweden

with S/S Freja, a steam-boat from the 1860ies and the

telephone: +46 431 44 21 70, fax +46 431 44 21 79

reconstructed horse-railway at Älvsjöhyttan. Rides for

e-mail: lars-olov.karlsson@banverket.se

everyone. A trip to the site of the first standard gauge public
railway in Sweden, railbus trip to old mine at Pershyttan, and then to the oldest railway
station in Sweden, Järle. A Visit to the depot of the museum railway in Nora as well as a
tour of the locomotive museum in Grängesberg taking in the three preserved steam turbine
locomotives of the 1930’s, and many other interesting pieces of rolling stock. A visit to
Smedjebacken and Västervåla, with exhibits from early horse-powered railways of the region
as well as the old copper-mines at Falun. Travel by modern charter train to Gävle and the
Swedish National Railway Museum where participants will visit the museum stores amongst
other activities.
The tour will include all hotels (double room, but it is possible fto have single rooms as well at
extra cost), all meals including non-alcoholic drinks. Also included are the cost for the bus
and other transportation according to the program and all entrance fees according to the
program, English speaking guides through the tour and at all visits. There will also be
evening programs in English, including papers on early Swedish railway history and other
topics of interest.

Director General, Dr. András Katona, gives an

UPDATE FROM HUNGARY

update news and events at the Transport Museum,
Budapest, Hungary.

The Transport Museum is one of the most popular museums in Hungary. We enjoy the
second highest number of the museum-visitors per year in our country. That equates to
almost 400,000 visitors for 2004. Of these 400,000 visitors, it is children who are our greatest
fans. That's why we started a studio for children to make vehicles from paper, and other
materials. The Transport Museum is the only museum in Budapest to run such activities,
moreover, we run these activities everyday!
The Transport Museum took part in the celebrations of the Hungarian museums, held during
21-22 May 2005, in the park of the National Museum. There were more than 50 museums for
people who are interested in this field. Our museum organized an old timer meeting on the
25th June 2005 which coincided with the Hungarian celebration the Night of Museums,
which, as you can imagine, was a very successful programme. The most important
temporary exhibition in our museum was the exhibition "100 years of the Hungarian
automotive industry" which celebrated Hungarian pride of the bright history and the pioneers
associated with Hungarian motoring.
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An excellent example of international cooperation,
the Singapore Philatelic Museum has had a very

EXCITING GOING-ONS AT THE SINGAPORE PHILATELIC MUSEUM!

exciting last six months reports Jocelyn Lee of the

On 15 April, Singapore Philatelic

Singapore Philatelic Museum.

Museum organised ‘The Fairy Tale
World of Hans Christian Andersen’
exhibition as part of ‘The
Celebration of Hans Christian
Andersen 2005 Singapore', to mark
the 200th anniversary of the birth of
the Danish writer. The exhibition
Pictured right - Finding more about 'Olympic

features the life and literary works

Philately' - instruments for spreading and

of Hans Christian Andersen (HCA)

developing the Olympic spirit throughout the world.

through local and international
stamps. Exhibits included stamps and artwork from Post & Tele Museum in Denmark, and
pictures of HCA from Odense City Museums. 3,000 Primary and secondary school students
wrote their own versions of selected HCA fairy
tales in ‘Spin Your Fairy Tale Contest 2005.’
Winning entries are on display at the exhibition.
The exhibition has been so popular that it has now
been extended to March 2006.
‘Stamps & Olympics: An Intimate Relationship’
exhibition was launched at the Singapore
Philatelic Museum on 18 May. The 3 month long
exhibition was a fringe programme of the 117th
International Olympic Committee (IOC) Session.
Singapore hosted the Session from 6 to 9 July,
the 2012 Olympic Games host city was elected at
the Session. The exhibition told the unusual story

Pictured far right - Stamp enthusiasts check out
prize-winning entries at Singpex '05

that without postage stamps, the modern Olympic
Games might not have come into being. A
highlight of the exhibition was a collection of rare
Olympic philatelic items on loan from the Olympic Museum in Lausanne, Switzerland.
The Singapore Philatelic Museum organised Singapore National Stamp Exhibition (Singpex
’05) to coincide with Singapore’s National Day on 9 August. The 4 day event was held at
Chinatown Point, a shopping centre. The event attracted 11,000 visitors who purchased
stamps and philatelic items from local and overseas stamp dealers, learnt about philately at
talks given by experienced stamp collectors; children participated in colouring, stamp jigsaw
and stamp bookmark activities. 470 Adults, youth and students participated in the stamp
competition. In the school group category of the competition alone, there were 111 entries
from 32 schools - an almost double-fold jump from 2004.
2005 marks the 60th Anniversary of the end of World War II. Singapore Philatelic Museum
organised ‘The End … The Beginning’ exhibition that showcases stamps, letters, philatelic
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materials, newspaper, documents and audio-visual interviews of Singaporean Prisoners-ofWar and civilians’ accounts of the war. The exhibition spans a 23 year period and covers 5
phases of Singapore’s history: the War Years when Singapore was known as Syonan-to
(1942 to 1945); the British Military Administration (BMA) period (1945 to 1946); Back to
Crown Colony (1946 to 1959); Self-government (1959 to 1963); Merger with Malaysia (1963
to 1965); and Singapore’s Independence (1965). The exhibition is held until 28 February
2006.
Looking ahead to the next 6 months, Singapore Philatelic Museum will be upgrading its
permanent galleries. The galleries will cover the history of philately, stamp design and
production, the how-to of stamp collecting, the pleasures and knowledge derived from casual
to competitive stamp collecting as well as letter writing. We look forward to welcoming all
visitors with a brand new look at the end of 2005!
Professors Spaegele and Freitag from the
Ravensburg University of cooperative Education,
as well as Dr. Meighoerner, Director of the

STRANGE NOISES FROM FRIEDRICHSHAFEN, GERMANY
World premier of only working Zeppelin Engine.

Friedrichshafen Zeppelin Museum, and Karl-Heinz
Linnig have been heading a remarkable project to
restore one of only three LZ 127 Graf Zeppelin
Maybach-Motorenbau engines. It fired up in front of
a selected audience for the first time on Monday,
August 29 at 5 p.m. at the Linnig company in
Markdorf.

Pictured right - The now reanimated engine ran on
board the LZ 127 Graf Zeppelin for about 400
hours up to the year 1931. It was used during the
circumnavigation of the globe and the Arctic
voyage running in exactly this engine gondola,
which is on permanent display in the Zeppelin
museum at Friedrichshafen.

There had been plans for a cooperation between the Ravensburg University of cooperative
Education and the Friedrichshafen Zeppelin Museum for quite some time. Engineering
history on the one hand, and, on the other, the University's principle of cooperative
education, integrating academic study with hands-on work experience in a related field,
predestined the two institutions to cooperate on a project.
A restoration project involving an original Maybach airship engine then provided a suitable
opportunity. So to mark last years's 75th anniversary of the circumnavigation of the globe by
the LZ 127 Graf Zeppelin, a group of BA Ravensburg students from its Friedrichshafen
campus began to restore a VL 2 airship engine as part of their studies. For the students it
was a particular challenge to deal with old technology in such close contact. In this they were
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also supported by Robert Bosch AG, ZF Friedrichshafen AG, Linnig Antriebstechnik GmbH
and the Swiss company Innosystem AG.
With the restoration as well as all the initial preparatory work and testing completed
successfully, the engine was run in front of a selected audience from the torque
stand in Markdorf. The world tour engine is in such good condition that perhaps Professors
Spaegele and Freitag from the Berufsakademie, as well as Dr. Meighoerner, Director of the
Friedrichshafen Zeppelin Museum, and Karl-Heinz Linnig will consider presenting the
powerful drone of the historic Zeppelin engine to more live audiences in the future.

The Cross Connexions: Communications, Society

CROSS CONNEXIONS AT THE SCIENCE MUSEUM, LONDON

and Change conference held at the Science
th

Museum, London held between the 11 and the

Cross-connexions: Communications,

13th November, represents a genuine and rare

Society and Change is a wonderful

opportunity for museum curators, academic
historians, engineers or universities, to take part in

opportunity to develop academic

the single largest conference within the subject field

research and debate in the history of

of telecommunications.

telecommunications. It is also an

The aim of the conference is to bring together for

opportunity to develop knowledge of the

the first time authors, academics, scientists and

relationship and connections cutting

researchers from a wide range of disciplines and

across many traditional disciplines. The

from around the world, into one place, talking about

social significance of telecommunications

one thing, with the aim to enrich and clarify the role
and impact telecommunications has had upon

makes such research an indispensable

society and culture.

task facing historians, scientists and
society. This international conference will

It promises to be a vibrant and exciting conference
where many new networks, ideas and projects will
be hatched.

bring researchers together to help
discover and articulate a long-term
research agenda and network for
historians, students and the public.
The programme for the conference
consists of forty-five papers spread over
three days at two locations in the Science Museum. The themes addressed on Friday 11th
November are: Understanding perceptions of health risk from mobile telephony (symposium)
and Obsolete technologies in history (including Videotex and email standards).
Among the themes on Saturday, 12th November are: Data transmission and the market,
Politics and policy (Marconi scandal of 1912, Frequency allocation conferences, EC policy),
Consumers and the growth of the internet , The spread of telegraphy, Alec Reeves, Museum
collections in historical and contemporary contexts, Path dependence in the history of
telecommunications (symposium), Business histories in telecommunications and Telecoms
satellite technology.
Among the themes on Sunday, 13th November are: Early telegraphy and telephony
(including William Preece), Gender and telephony, Consumer electronics and
communications, Business practice and the telephone, Convergence of telephony and
computing/IT, Acoustics and multiplexing, Cultural impacts of telecommunications and
Digitization and standards (including System X).
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The conference is supported by: BT Connected Earth, Science Museum, Newcomen Society,
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE), International Association of Transport
and Communications Museums (IATM), The Communications Network.
For enquiries, please contact Chris Chilvers, BT Connected Earth Senior Research Fellow,
Science Museum, Exhibition Road, London, SW7 2DD, UK. Telephone 0207-942-4183;
email: christopher.chilvers@nmsi.ac.uk.

Silvana Bessone, the Director of the National

CELEBRATIONS IN LISBON

Coach Museum, Lisbon/Portugal, takes the
opportunity of the museum’s centenary
commemoration to pay homage to the fascinating
history of the National Coach Museum and its
greatest patron, Queen Amelia of Orleans. The
history of this stunning museum will be featured in
an article in the forthcoming Journal.

Without doubt one of the most stunning collections
in the world, the National Coach Museum’s main
hall has been taking visitors breath away for 100
years.

At a time when the effects of new communications technologies progressively causes us to
live more quickly, we could state almost immediately the fact that commemorating the
Centennial of the Museu Nacional dos Coches, a reference institution among Portuguese
and international museums, is a unique event.
The establishment of the Museum comes from an idea by Queen Amelia of Orleans and
Bragança, wife of King Carlos I, upon her arrival in Portugal in 1886. Aware of the cultural
value of this collection as well as the dire need to preserve and restore it, Queen Amelia
immediately dedicated herself in bringing together the State vehicles of the Royal House into
the same space.
King Carlos was convinced to authorize the establishment of the Museum in the former,
inactive Royal Riding School. Work began in 1904 on the alteration of the space to a
museum and by May 23, 1905, the Royal Coach Museum was formally inaugurated by
Queen Amelia. On the 25th it was opened to the public. After the Republic was established
on October 5, 1910, the Royal Coach Museum was renamed the National Coach Museum by
a Decree in 1911.
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During the 1960’s the
permanent exhibition
was reorganised with a
strong emphasis towards
educational activities. At
this time a Museum
Educational Service was
established which has
been responsible for
extremely important
A strong education programme has been central to

educational programmes

the National Coach Museum’s philosophy.

to generations of young
visitors.
A new room dedicated to Queen Amelia was also opened around this time as well as the
opening of galleries displaying a series of glass cases organized by topics. Simultaneously a
series of small exhibitions on different topics were initiated that allowed developing areas for
research on the Museum collections.
It still remains for us to bring up the importance that the countless employees and contacts
that passed through it had in its hundred years of life. It is impossible to talk about
each one, but they developed much work for the community in the area of Education. Among
the many projects, the youth workshops stand out for making the visit to the museum
unforgettable to more than a million children for around forty years.
The area of Conservation and Restoration at the time of the inauguration, during the action in
the 1940’s or, more recently with the “Oceans” coach permitted the restoration of such
important “national treasures.” From the beginning the area of Research and Cataloguing
documented and
recorded the various
collections that made up
the holdings of the
Museum, accompanied
the continual progress of
museum science and
used the most modern
techniques, such as the

Pictured far right is the Portuguese ceremonial

computerized inventory

vehicle, the ‘Meninos de Palhava’ from the first half

programs Matriz and

of the 18th Century.

Matriznet.
Initiated by the efforts of Queen Amelia an important heritage has remained under our care.
Thanks to this vigilance and safeguarding the museum has, since its inauguration on May 23,
1905, remained in first place among Portuguese museums relative to the number of visitors.
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The Council of Tramway Museums of Australasia

COUNCIL OF TRAMWAY MUSEUMS OF AUSTRALASIA

comprises of around 15 tramway museums in
Australia and New Zealand. Dr. John Radcliffe

The Council of Tramway

provides an update of news and forthcoming

Museums of Australasia

events.

(COTMA) held its Annual
General Meeting on the
weekend of 25-26 June 2005 in
Melbourne at Hawthorn Depot,
home of Melbourne’s heritage
tram fleet. There were
Visitors entering the Sydney Tramway Museum

representatives from most of

Exhibition Hall after a ride from Sutherland in O

the Australian and New

class car 1111. The Museum’s main workshops are

Zealand tramway museums

in the large building in the background.

affiliated with the Council.
Issues discussed included public liability insurance, disposal of surplus tramway equipment
from Melbourne and Adelaide, the draft Victorian state heritage tram rolling stock code of
practice, a draft COTMA Code of Ethics, safety management and proposed changes to rail
safety regulation in Australia. The meeting included a tour to the new Docklands New Quay
terminus in articulated prototype tram 2001 and presentations by affiliated member museums
about recent developments in their respective institutions.
The next biennial Australasian Tramway Museum Conference is scheduled to commence in
Melbourne on Friday 17 November 2006. Details can be found at www.cotma.org.au whilst
the Sydney Tramway Museum has been awarded a New South Wales Heritage Grant of $50
000, together with other contributions of $40 000 towards the rebuilding of J class Sydney
closed “toastrack” car 675 of 1904.
Following recent trackwork,
Bendigo Trust tourist trams have
resumed using the former North
Bendigo terminus, taking cars
off the highway while laying over
and the Australian Electric
Transport Museum, Adelaide,
which runs the St Kilda
Tramway Museum, has taken

Bendigo Tramways car 19 waits at the recently
rebuilt North Bendigo terminus as a grain train
passes by.

delivery of Melbourne W-7 class
car 1013. This does not form
part of the formal museum
collection, but is to be developed as a car for disabled visitors to experience tramway
operation.
The Ballarat Tramway Museum is celebrating the 100th anniversary of electric tramway
operation in that city with a special program of events on 25 September 2005 whilst the Perth
Electric Tramway Society is preparing 103 year old car 25 from Kalgoorlie, Western
Australia’s 1890s gold mining town, for display in the Whiteman Park Transport Heritage
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Centre.
And finally the Steam Tram and Railway Preservation Society has almost completed the
rebuilding of its Baldwin steam tram motor 103A which was largely destroyed when the
Society’s depot was torched by vandals on 7 June 1993. As a result, it moved from its former
location at Parramatta Park, New South Wales to Valley Heights in the Blue Mountains.
Unfortunately, it also lost a replacement unrestored steam tram trailer when bushfires
enveloped much of the Blue Mountains on Christmas Day 2001, but trailer 93B is nearing
completion.

The Post and Tele Museum makes a selection of

NEWS FROM THE POST & TELE MUSEUM, DENMARK

the fascinating articles from its time honoured
publication MuseumsPosten available in English

th

and on the web and reports on a multimedia

Read about 16 Century postal

approach to exhibitions.

espionage, the pioneers of the electric
telegraph and Danish postal censorship
during World War II in MuseumsPosten,
the Post and Tele Museums publication.
For more than 10 years the Post & Tele
Museum has been publishing highlights
and curiosities from the history of
communications in MuseumsPosten
and now selected articles are available
in English on the museum’s homepage
www.ptt-museum.dk.
This years temporary exhibition uses a

Go in search of Hans Christian Andersen’s travels
and adventures by visiting the Post & Tele

multimedia approach to the subject of

Museum’s website at www.ptt-museum.dk.

communication during the German
occupation of Denmark in 1940-45. The
exhibition focuses on the men and women who were employed under oath of office in the
Post & Telegraph Service and the telephone companies: enterprises that formed an
important part of the Danish government’s collaboration with the occupying power. Many
retired employees have shared their experiences with the museum in fascinating interviews;
stories about mail-sorting in trains that were sabotaged and about everyday life with rationing
and blackouts in an exposed service supposed to function for friend as well as enemy. The
exhibition can be seen until 23rd October 2005.
Post & Tele Museum is celebrating the anniversary of Hans Christian Andersen by making a
unique offer to parents and children: A fantastic journey of discovery through the exhibitions
together with Hans Christian Andersen will reveal to the family how the poet found inspiration
for his fairy-tales while travelling around the country and abroad. The family will follow in the
footprints of the post rider when he delivers Andersen’s letters and join him in the mail coach
where he originated the idea for one of his beloved fairy-tales which the children shall try to
guess. The parents will get a printed guide with them on the journey explaining how people
travelled and communicated in Hans Christian Andersen’s days and featuring exciting
assignments for the children to solve.
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A great many telecommunications museums

THE TELEPHONE HISTORICAL CENTRE, CANADA

across the world have had to change and adapt to
a rapidly changing and increasingly hostile
environment. Non more so than the Telephone
Historical Centre, Alberta, Canada. Bert Yeudall,

As Canada’s most prominent telephone museum we are like many other museums struggling
to survive financially. In May of this year we re-opened to the public after a major move.

Executive Director, talks openly about issues and

Relocating from a large premise to one that is about 10% of the size of our old one is a

recent events at the Telephone Historical Centre.

challenge at the best of times. When you have to select the artefacts that you will keep and
which ones will be donated to a large Government owned museum the challenge is many
times greater. We did however manage to move with the help of our dedicated group of
volunteers. Unfortunately our future is still not clear. Funding is difficult to obtain and our
volunteers are not getting any younger. The average age of our volunteer group is close to
75 so it is understandably a problem that is not going to go away. We have started to plan
for our future and are exploring a few options. Our favoured alternative is to keep the doors
open for about 5 more years then turn the museum over to our City to operate. The
problems that our museum is encountering appear to be quite common throughout the
worldwide museum community. Small to medium community museums are barely surviving
and the large Government institutions are becoming more numerous, many of these are also
struggling but they are usually able to outlive the medium to small specialty museums. In
North America the need to preserve history is not yet a high priority in many people’s minds
the countries need to mature and get a little older. Our museum is constantly competing with
local social issues for grant funds, usually we lose. Very little government assistance is
available to smaller community museums, it is imperative that corporations provide greater
financial assistance. For many years the Telephone Historical Centre’s core funding was
provided by the local operating Telephone Company. This organization was sold to a large
national company so their priority is no longer local but now must share its donations all
across Canada, our share now becomes almost insignificant.
Our telephone museum is not finished yet but the writing is on the wall, we must keep trying
to find ways to keep the doors open. Our web site is in the process of being upgraded, it is
always available at www.telephonehistoricalcentre.com so please visit us. We will keep our
IATM museum friends informed on our progress toward survival, maybe we can also help
some other similar organization that is in worse condition than ourselves.

GENERAL NEWS

ADDITIONAL CARDS FOR ICOM INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS
The ICOM Executive Council has been asked to discus the option of additional membership
cards for larger Institutional Members. Join the discussion at http://icom.museum/

NEW CIMUSET WEBSITE
The new CIMUSET (the International Committee of Museums of Science and Technology)
website invites users to make the website theirs by using the interactive features to promote
users work and to participate in discussions on the museum issues that concern you. Have a
look for yourself at www.cimuset.net

HISTORY OF COMMUNICATIONS DIGITAL NETWORK
A move to establish a digital network or forum for researchers working within the history of
communications is planned to be presented at a round table during the Cross Connexions
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Conference held at the Science Museum, London in November.
The philosophy behind the project is to provide a single resource and point of reference that
represents current studies and research within the history of communication. It is intended
that the resource would include such things as a resume of current research projects, a
much-needed bibliography and a database of researchers and their work. The hope is that
presenting the project at the Cross Connexions conference will enable a working group to be
formed from interested delegates and speakers.
For more information on this project contact either Christian Pedersen (cp@ptt-museum.dk)
or Mark Steadman (ms@ptt-museum.dk).

NEW PRESIDENT OF ICOM-EUROPE
On the 1st of July 2005, Mr. Udo Gößwald took over the position of Chairman of ICOMEurope, a regional organisation of the International Council of Museums (ICOM). The board
of ICOM-Europe elected him as successor to Dr. Hans-Martin Hinz, who has been a member
of the Executive Council of ICOM since October 2004.
Mr. Gößwald is also Director of the Museum Neukölln in Berlin. For many years he has been
an active member of the German National Committee of ICOM and now serves as Deputy
President.
With projects such as "A House in Europe" and "Born in Europe" he has initiated profound
international cooperation between museums in the fields of social anthropology and urban
culture. ICOM-Europe's recent activities focus on Eastern Europe as well as on joint
programs with neighbouring Arab countries. For further information please visit www.icomeurope.org.

FERGUSON PRIZE COMPETITION
The Society for the History of Science once again offers The Eugene S. Ferguson Prize for
Outstanding Reference Work that will support future scholarship in the history of technology.
The prize consists of a plaque and a cash award of $2500. For further information see the
SHOT website http://shot.press.jhu.edu/

NEW BOOK SERIES ON INVENTION
The Smithsonian's Lemelson Center for the Study of Invention and Innovation and the MIT
Press have established an interdisciplinary book series on topics in the history of invention
and innovation. Books in the Lemelson Center Series on invention will explore the work of
inventors and the technologies they create in order to advance scholarship in history,
engineering, science, and related fields. For more information on what looks to be a
fascinating new book series go to www.si.edu/lemelson .

HURRICANE KATRINA UPDATE
ASTC (Association of Science-Technology Centers) includes a downloadable PDF document
on their website which provides news on centers and museums effected by hurricane
Katrina. Go to ASTC’s homepage at www.astc.org to find the link to the document.
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SUPPORT FOR NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK EVENTS
The new, updated 2006 guide to funding can now be found on the NSW website. This
includes a list of grants available, ideas on where to look for funding and a new guide on how
to attract sponsorship for your event. You can find the guide at this site:
www.the-ba.net/the-ba/Events/NationalScienceWeek/NSWResources

EDITORIAL

GREETINGS FROM THE NEW EDITOR
It has been quite a challenge putting my first IATM Newsletter together! I was elected as
Editor during the Conference in Finland and so I am a newcomer to the world of IATM but the
th

34 IATM conference in Finland was simply the best introduction anybody could have hoped
for!
What I have learnt from compiling this newsletter is just how important a wide network of
contacts will be. The closer a relationship I have with IATM members and the more members
that I talk to, the more material there is for the newsletter. In itself there is no surprise in this
statement but what has been surprising is the extent to which this is true. What is interesting
is that the benefits of an improved relationship with the members may also be relevant for the
IATM itself because the closer a relationship it has with its members the better informed it will
be when decision making. And this is where the newsletter can work both ways because as
an active mouth piece for members it will not only sustain the IATM community but it will help
to better inform the Association itself.
I have been heartened by the contributions that many of you have made and often put
together in no time at all! My thanks go out to all of you who have made the effort. It has
proved that creating a dynamic and relevant newsletter relies on the type of relationship I
have with you the member. Again, there is nothing surprising about this statement, except
perhaps the level to which it is true. Please don’t underestimate how useful even a short
email of a few lines can be. My hope is that during this ongoing process of communication
with you, you will also take the opportunity to let me know if there is something that could be
done to improve things.
I am looking forward to my new role as Editor and to getting to know you all better and I am
certain that the journal and newsletter will continue to accurately reflect all of the fascinating,
creative and inspiring work that is being done amongst IATM members. So whilst my first
newsletter has been quite a challenge, in all it has been an enjoyable and rewarding one!
Mark Steadman
IATM Editor
Post & Tele Museum
37 Købmagergade
P.O. Box 2053
1012 København K
Danmark
email: ms@ptt-museum.dk or mark.steadman@communicationparadise.com
phone: 00 45 33410863
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